
Source: Lady, The {Main}
Edition:
Country: UK
Date: Friday 15, May 2020
Page: 64,65,66
Area: 1799 sq. cm
Circulation: ABC 23280 Weekly
Ad data: page rate £1,130.00, scc rate £20.00
Phone: 020 7379 4717

Keyword: Wanderland

EDITED BY 
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IN SEARCH OF WONDER 

WANDERLAND by Jini Reddy (Bloomsbury, £16.99) 

Every nature writer needs a quest: a mountain to conquer, a 
desert to cross, an island to circumnavigate. But when Jini 

Reddy sets out from her home in south-west London, it is in 
pursuit of something less tangible. 'I wanted something more than 
to walk through an alluring landscape and admire its beauty. I 
wanted somehow to be more porous... I wanted something else, 
something a bit "Other". ' 

So begins her candid, soulful and uplifting search for natural 
magic, for the enchantment that most of us have felt at certain times 
in certain locations but perhaps failed to acknowledge or dismissed. 
She negotiates labyrinths in Cornwall, learns about 'land zodiacs' 
in Glastonbury, and seeks out a shaman in Wales with mixed, but 
always entertaining, results. 

Hers is, she acknowledges, an unconventional goal, but accusations 
of eccentricity are water off a duck's back. Born in Britain to Indian 
parents and raised in Canada, she is used to being regarded as 'Other ' 
herself. 'If I live in the cracks, if I fall between camps... I'll make the 
outlier world my home, a desirable place to be.' 

Easier said than done. Seeking refreshment along St Michael's 
Way in Cornwall, she pauses before entering a pub. 'In rural pubs 
mine is often the only non-white face and I always cross the 
threshold of one with slight trepidation,' she writes. Later, on Iona, 
she agonises over her walking gear: too flashy and she's pegged as 
a Londoner; not flashy enough and she's an 'Asian woman. . . out 
of her depth.' 

Yet while the magic that Reddy yearns for sometimes eludes her, at 
other times it arrives miraculously on cue. Ultimately, she realises, the 
secret is to slow down and listen: to herself, and to the land. 
Stephanie Cross 

' W h a t a w o n d e r f u l b o o k Wonderland is!' 

ftobert M a c f a r l a n ® 

W a n d e r l a n d 
A Search f o r Magic 

in t h e Landscape 

BLOOM: 

'Accusations of 
eccentricity arc water 

off a ducks back' 

MEET THE AUTHOR BEN KANE 

The best-selling 
historical 
novelist on 
cycling, Asterix 
the Gaul and his 
border terrier 

When are you at 
your happiest? 
This may sound cliched, but it 
is when the writing is really 
flowing. Even after 14 novels, 
that is still the case. Also, when 
on my pushbike, in the sun. 
What is your 
earliest memory? 
That's really difficult! A very 
strong memory from when 
I was about five was receiving 
the book Asterix at the 
Olympic Games in my Christmas 
stocking from Santa, and 
loving every page. 

Who has been your 
greatest influence? 
Two people: my mother 
and father. Their unconditional 
love and sense of morals are 
two of the things I admire most 
about them - I try to emulate 
both qualities. 
What is your most 
treasured possession? 
I'm not really one for 
accumulating material things -
though that doesn't include 
family photos. Probably a 
replica Roman bracelet I have 
made out of bronze. 

Do you have pets? 
A border terrier called 
Small (after the smallest of 
Rabbit's friends and relations 
in Winnie-the-Pooh), and 
a cat called Mouse! 
Favourite meal? 
Scallops, pretty much any way. 
Rib-eye steak, medium-rare, 
with peppercorn sauce, triple-
cooked chips and coleslaw. Hot 
chocolate fondant pudding, a 
la Nigella Lawson. 
• Lionheart by Ben Kane is 
published by Orion Fiction on 
28 May, priced £14.99. 
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